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Film Director 1971 - 1995
Seven feature films, again in french and in english. The first one The Morning Man was 
internationally acclaimed and the last one, Pocahontas - The Legend for GoodTimes 
Entertainment NY featured Sandrine Holt, Miles O’Keefe and Tony Goldwin ( Ghost )

Professor and Mentor
Since 1998 Daniele has dedicated most of her time to transmit all she has learned through a 
60 years career. In the USA: UCLA, USC, AFI, The Los Angeles Film School (Dean of that 
school for 2 years) and in her own Academy Of Converging Arts. In 2008 she was one of the 
founding professors of RSICA (Red Sea Institute of Cinematic Arts) the academy created by 
the King of Jordan with USC. She is professor emerita of that institution. In 2011 she 
returned to her birth place,  Morocco, where she taught for l’ESAVM, for Meditalents, for 
ISCA and primarily for  her own DJS Directors Studio for professional actors, directors, 
writers and producers now in Marrakech.

Daniele J Suissa
Writer, Director,Producer, 
Film &TV Consultant
Professor

(212) 06 53 06 28 79 
danielejsuissa@mac.com

Biography
Born in Casablanca, Daniele Suissa studied in Paris and New York. Laureate of the Paris 
Conservatoire National d’Art Dramatique in 1962, she started working in France as an assistant 
to some of the best European film and theatre directors, (Robert Hossein - 2 years) In 1969 she 
moved to Canada where she completed most of her career.

Television Director
Directed for CBC Toronto and Montreal and for French TV in France and Canada. 2 TV 
movies for US Lorimar. She created and directed the series “Of Love And Theatre”  For FR3 
Le Gourou Occidental.   Finally her TV movie  No Blame, staring Marie Christine Barrault and 
Helen Shaver was awarded in Monte Carlo, New York, Toronto, and Prague

Producer et Professional Affiliations
Bridging Daniele’s American, French, and Canadian partnerships, her company, DJS 
Productions was one of the pioneers in international co-productions in Canada producing 
over 35 films and TV movies. Daniele has served on most Canadian Professional 
Associations. Academy: President, Producers Guild: President, Women in Film: President,  
Directors Guild: Board, Banff Festival: Board

Writer
In 1969 Daniele wrote with Anais Nin an adaptation of her novel, A Spy In The House Of 
Love. Jeanne Moreau collaborated to the final version of the screenplay. Since, Daniele 
collaborated to the scripts of all the films she produced or directed. Screen writing remains 
one of her main preoccupation. She now teaches this discipline in many institutions and acts 
as script doctor on films produced or directed by peers internationally.

Theatre 1971 - 2001
Daniele directed  more than thirty plays both in french and english. She collaborated to the 
artistic direction of the Theatre du Rideau Vert in Montreal for 22 years. Through this work 
she developed the technique she teaches internationally. Her book ”The Djs Technique”  
was published in March 2021 with the support of the CCM. 

(full credits on next page)
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2003 
1995 
1989 

1985 
1984 
1983 
1982 
1981 

1980 
1979 
1978 

DIRECTOR - THEATRE
Women Of East La - J. Lopez 
Antigone -Anouilh 
Un Lion En Hiver - J. Goldman 
La Nuit Du 16 Janvier -A. Rand 
Chacun Sa Verite - Pirandello 
La Menagerie De Verre - T. Williams 
Noces De Sang - F.G. Lorca 
Le Coeur Sur La Main - L Bellon 
Filumena Marturano - De Filippo 
La Mouette - A. Tchekhov 
Apprends Moi Celine - M. Pacome 
Mr. Amilcar - Y. Jamiaque 
Un Otage - B Behan 
Les Dames Du Jeudi - L. Bellon 

1976 Un Lion En Hiver - J. Goldman 
Cher Menteur - Cocteau 
La Bonne Ame De Setzuan - Brecht 
Gigi - Colette 

1975 Dreyfus - JC Grumberg 
Deuil Sied A Electre - E.O'Neil 
Dangerous Comer - J.B. Priestley 
Quatre A Quatre - M. Garneau 

1974 Ginger Bread Lady - N. Simon 
Siegfried - Giraudoux 
Kaddish - A. Ginsberg 
La Dame Aux Camelias -A. Dumas 

1973 L'impromptu De Versailles - Moliere 
Mr. De Pourceaugnac - Moliere 

1972 La Volupte De L'honneur - Pirandello 
1971 Moi J e N'Etais Qu' espoir -
Y. Brind' Amour/ D. Suissa

1994 

1990 

1988 

1985 

1975 

1972 

1971 

Libres Sont Les Papillons - Gershe 

DIRECTOR - FILMS
Pocahontas The Legend 
Sandrine Holt, Tony Goldwyn 
Prince Lazure 
Mitsou, Patrick Fiery 
Martha, Ruth & Edie 
Jenifer Dale, Andrea Martin 
The Morning Man 
Kerrie Keane, 'Bruno Doyon 
Ce Que Femme Veut 
Documentaire Annee Intern. de la Femme 
Kaddish 
Madeleine Sherwood 
Espoir 
Yvette Brind' Amour 

PRODUCER - FILMS
1994 Pocahontas The Legend 
1992 Prince Lazure 
1985 The Morning Man 

1994 

1993 

1990 

1989 

1988 

1986 

1983 

TV DIRECTOR
Women And Money 
13X30min 
Family Passion 
Day TI me Drama 
Le Gourou Sentimental 
Telefilm FR3 
Jean Lefebvre 
The Secret Of Nandy 
Telefilm A2 
Bibi Andersen, Michael Sarazin 
No Blame 
TelefilmA2 
Helen Shaver, Marie Christine Barrault 
Rose Cafe 
Telefilm Astral/ Lori mar 
Parker Stevenson, Linda Smith 
Gamet Princess 
Telefilm Astral I Lorimar 
Yvette Brind' Amour, Jean Leclerc 
Evangeline Deusse 
Dramatique Multi Camera 90Min 
Jan Rubes, Viola Leger 
Divine Sarah 
Dramatique Multi Cameras 90Min 
Monique Leyrac 
Kate Moris V.P. 
Telefilm CBC 

1981-83 Judge 
Serie Multi Cameras CBC 
Summer Mournings 
30 Minutes Court CBC 

TV PRODUCER 
1997 The Truth About Lying 
1998 Quai NO 1 
1996 L'enfant Des Appalaches 
1989 * Producteur Executif

*The Phone Call The Thriller * 

*Justice Express Double Jeux *
*Double Identity A Corps Et A Cris

Gueule D'arnaque Riot Gun
Frame Up Blues Histoire D'ombres

Le Visage Du Passe Au Bout Du Rouleau 
Retor A Malaveil Eaux Troubles 

Le Bois De Justice The Secret Of Nandy 
1988 No Blame* 

TEACHING 

AFI UCLA Extension 

• ■ ACADEMY OF CONVERGING ARTS 

-
meditalents 

WIFT 



Daniele J Suissa
Director - Writer – Producer

TELEVISION – DIRECTOR

1994 WOMEN & MONEY
13 HALF HOURS.
CHUM /LIFE

1993 FAMILY PASSIONS
DAYTIME DRAMA
CTV

1990 LE GOUROU OCCIDENTAL
Film France
Jean Lefebvre
T3 THEMES/Cameras Continentales. France 3

1989 THE SECRET OF NANDY
90m FILM TV
Bibi Andersen, Michael Sarazin
3 THEMES Inc./Hamster,  France 2

1988 NO BLAME
90m FILM TV
Helen Shaver, Stephen Macht, Marie - Christine Barrault
3 THEMES Inc./Hamster
France 2

1986 ROSE CAFE
90m FILM TV
Parker Stevenson, Linda Smith
Astral-Karl/Lorimar

GARNET PRINCESS
90m FILM TV
Jean Leclerc, Yvette Brind’Amour
Astral-Karl/Lorimar

1983 EVANGELINE DEUSSE
90m VIDEO
Jan Rubes Viola Leger
3 THEMES Inc.

DIVINE SARAH
90m VIDEO
Monique Leyrac
3 THEMES Inc.

1983 KATE MORRIS, VICE-PRESIDENT
90m FILM TV
CBC

1981-83 JUDGE -  TV SERIE
(Multiple Caméras 
6 X 30 mVIDEO
CBC Toronto, H.Rolland

SUMMER MORNINGS
30m  FILM TV
CBC, M.Samuels

1973 HEY JOE
30m VIDEO
S.Bronfman Center

Realisateur TV

Daniele J Suiss



Metteur En Scene
Theatre

1971  LIBRES SONT LES PAPILLONSL. Girshe
 MOI JE N’ETAIS QU’ESPOIRC. Martin
1972  LA VOLUPTE DE L’HONNEURPirandello
1973  L’IMPROMPTU DE VERSAILLES Molière
 MR. DE POURCEAUGNAC Molière
1974  KADDISH  A.Ginsberg
 LA DAME AUX CAMELIASA.Dumas
1974 THE GINGERBREAD LADY N.Simon
 SIEGFRIEDJ.Giraudoux
1975  LE DEUIL SIED A ELECTRE                 E. O’Neil
 DANGEROUS CORNER Priestley 
 QUATRE A QUATRE M. Garneau
1975  DREYFUSS  J.C. Grumberg
1976  LION EN HIVER J. Goldman
 CHER MENTEUR  Kilty, Cocteau
 LA BONNE AME DE SCHZETWAN  Brecht
 GIGI  C. & A. Loos
1978  UN OTAGE  B.Brehan,J. 
Paris
 LES DAMES DU JEUDI L.Bellon
1979  MONSIEUR AMILCAR  Y.Jamiaque
1980  APPRENDS-MOI CELINE M. Pacôme
1981  FILOMENA E. de Filippo
 LA MOUETTE  Tchekov
1982  LE COEUR SUR LA MAIN L. Bellon
1983  LA MENAGERIE DE VERRE  T. Williams
1984  NOCES DE SANG  F.G. Lorca
1985  A CHACUN SA VERITE Pirandello
1989  UN LION EN HIVER J. Goldman
 LA NUIT DU 16 JANVIERA. Rand
1993  ANTIGONE  Jean Anouilh
2001  CONFESSIONS WOMEN EAST LA Josefina Lopez

Daniele J Suissa



Le Deuil Sied a Electre

O’ Neil

Siegfried
Giraudoux Moliere

Impromptu



Gigi

La Dame aux Camelias

Quatre A Quatre



Producteur
FILM 

 TITRE  M.E.S  CAST
2000  HIGHER GROUNDS (SHORT)  Diane Duarte Ann Cusack, Brian Gaskill
1994  POCAHONTAS THE LEGEND  DJS  Tony Goldwin, Sandrine Holt
1992  PRINCE LAZURE  DJS MITSOU
1985  THE MORNING MAN  DJS Kerrie Keane

TELEVISION 
 TITRE  M.E.S  CAST
1997  THE TRUTH ABOUT LYING  A.A. Goldstein  John Ridder, Roddy McDowall
1997  QUAI N0 1  F. Bouvier Sophie Duez Sophie Lorain
1996  L'ENFANT DES APPALACHES  J.P. Duval Christine Boisson
1994  WOMEN & MONEY  DJS  Betty Jane Wylley
1989  THE PHONE CALL * A. A,Goldstein M.Sarrazin, L.Smith
 THE THRILLER * J. Kaufman  L.Smith, P.Dvorksy
 JUSTICE EXPRESS*  R. Martin J.Leclerc, D. Jalil
 DOUBLES JEUX*  B. Sauriol  J.Perrin, M.Turgeon
 DOUBLE IDENTITY*  Y. Boisset N.Mancuso, L.Pinsent
 A CORPS ET A CRIS  J. Dayan M.Lamotte, Zabou
 GUEULE D’ARNAQUE  J. Seria H. Questier, P.Rouleau
 RIOT GUN P.  Triboit P.L.Rajot, C.de Haviland
 FRAME UP BLUES J. Dayan K.Coates, R. Bizeau
 HISTOIRES D’OMBRES  D.G. Deferre  P.L.Rajot, C.Rich
 AU BOUT DU ROULEAU  G. Behat D.Olbrychski, S.de Faria
 LE VISAGE DU PASSE  P.Dromgoole  E.Bouix, J.P. Bouvier
 RETOUR A MALAVEIL  J. Ertaud F.Fabian, F.Christophe
 EAUX TROUBLES A.  Bonnot C.Brasseur, M.Vitold
 LE BOIS DE JUSTICE  R. Vouillamoz  J.P.Ecoffey, M. David
 THE SECRET OF NANDY  DJS Bibi Anderson M. Sarazin
1988  NO BLAME  DJS  H.Shaver,M.C.Barrault

* Producteur Executif

Daniele J Suissa





Daniele J Suissa
Director - Writer – Producer

FILMS - DIRECTOR

1994 POCAHONTAS:  THE LEGEND
Staring  Sandrine Hot, Tony Goldwyn, Gordon Tootoosis
Feature distributed by Alliance

1990 Prince LAZURE
Starring Mitsou and Patrick Fiery
French Language Feature Film Distributed by Astral

1989 MARTHA, RUTH AND EDIE
Tom Jackson and Jennifer Dale
Feature Film

1985 THE MORNING MAN
Starring  Kerrie Keane and Bruno Doyon
Feature 110m.

1975 WOMAN WANTS
French documentary for International Women Year and the NFB

1972 KADDISH
Starring Madeleine Sherwood
 25 minutes Drama to be interacted with stage production

1971 ESPOIR
Staring Yvette Brind’Amour
10 minutes French Drama to be included in a live production

Metteur en Scene
Films

Daniele J Suissa











Auteur
1960 LES AMIS DE L'AUTEUR Roman                         
1962 THE MOVIE FAN Scenario avec V. STOLOFF                                        
1964 LE PARI Scenario pour M. Allegret                                                          
1969 SPY IN THE HOUSE OF LOVE Scenario avec Anais Nin                 
1970 SEDUCTION OF THE MINAUTOR Scenario avec Anais Nin        
1971 MOI JE N'ETAIS QU'ESPOIR Piece avec Yvette Brind'Amour                    
1972 L'EGRATIGNURE Scenario                                       
1984 MR AMILCAR  Scenario avec Y. Jamiac                                              
1987 NO BLAME Scenario avec Donald Martin                                                    
1989 THE THRILLER Scenario avec Donald Martin                                           
 1992 DUO SCREENPLAY Scenario avec Denis Héroux                                    
1992 UNE ANNÉE D'INDEPENDANCE Scenario avec Marie Thérèse Cuny           
1993 LA MEGERE APPRIVOISEE Scenario Adaptation de Shakespeare's                     
1993 SUEURS FROIDES Scenario Script Dr. pour Pierre Billon                                      
1993 LES INTRÉPIDES II Episode ( Un Homme)                                     
1993 MERCY SCREENPLAY Story Consultant DITCHBURN                               
1994 POCAHONTAS: THE LEGEND Scenario avec Donald Martin                 

Membre SACD depuis 1964
Membre WGC depuis 1988

Daniele J Suissa

Avec Anais Nin
Los Angeles 1970



NO BLAME:

- GEMINI: Nominated for BEST DIRECTION in a dramatic program or mini- series;
 - INTERNATIONAL TELEVISION FESTIVAL OF MONTE CARLO;
 - BANFF TELEVISION FESTIVAL;
 - INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL OF RED CROSS AND HEALTH FILMS,
 Varnia, Bulgaria;
 - HOUSTON INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL, Silver Award;
 - FILM AND TV FESTIVAL OF NEW YORK, Finalist

DIVINE SARAH:

- GEMINI: Nominated for BEST DIRECTION in a dramatic serie or comedy
 -
EVANGELINE DEUSSE:
- GEMINI: Nominated for BEST DIRECTION in a dramatic serie or comedy
 - GEMINI: Nominated for BEST DRAMATIC
 -
THE SECRET OF NANDY:
 - HOUSTON INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL, Worldfest Gold Award

L'ENFANT DES APPALACHES .
- GEMINI: Nominated for Best Drama

PRIX & 
Nominations



Daniele J Suissa
Director - Writer – Producer

COMMERCIALS

OVER 200
SOME OF THE CLIENTS:

PROCTER AND GAMBLE
PLAYTEX
CANADIAN LOTTERY
AIR CANADA
BELL CANADA
MAC DONALD
CANCER SOCIETY ( COQ D’OR)
LEVER BROTHERS
L’OREAL
DESJARDINS INSURANCES

COMMERCIAUX
Plus de 200
Quelques clients:

Daniele J Suissa
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Hommage au travail de Danielle Suissa

Notre compatriote, Mme Danielle SUISSA, s’est vue décerner le 19 mai dernier, en présence de la Reine Rania
de Jordanie, de Mme Corinne BREUZE,Ambassadeur de France, de Samer MOUASHER, de la Royal Film
Commission et de plusieurs personnalités du monde des arts et du monde économique, le titre de "Professeur
émérite" au cours de la cérémonie de remise des diplômes de la promotion 2011 de l’école de Cinema d’Aqaba
(Red sea Institute of Cinematic Arts).

Danielle Suissa, réalisatrice, professeur de cinéma, ancienne doyenne de la Los Angeles Film School a très
largement contribué à mettre sur pied et à animer le Red sea Institute of Cinematic Arts qui forme les nouvelles
générations de cinéastes et de techniciens du cinema de Jordanie et des autres pays de la région.

danielesuissa
Oval

danielesuissa
Oval

danielesuissa
Oval



Professeur 
& Consultant
International

! 2008 a 2011
! Red Sea Institute of Cinematic Art
! RSICA, Jordanie
! Senior Lecturer , Directing
! The Art of Mise en Scene

! Directing Multi Camera
!

    Sumer 2006 and 2007! ! USC/Warner Bros
! ! ! ! !         ! The Director as A Storyteller

2003 a 2008! USC School of Cinematic Art
! Adjunct Lecturer, Directing
! The Director as A Storyteller

1998 a 2008! UCLA Extensions
! The Director as A Storyteller
! The Producer on The Line
! The DV Toolbox

Daniele J Suissa

Filière Mise en Scene Promotion 2010
         RSICA



1998 a 2008! The Daniele J Suissa Director’s Studio
! Classe hebdomadaire a Los Angeles.  C’est 

là que s’est concrétisé  la méthode 
développée par Daniele Suissa

2000 a 2003! The Los Angeles Film School
! The Director As A Storyteller
! The Art and Magic Of Mise en Scene
! Doyenne de l'Ecole de Juin 2001 a 

Décembre 2002

2001! AFI
The Director As A Storyteller

1994! Women in Film, Toronto
! Crée THE STUDIO un atelier pour Acteurs 

et Metteurs en Scene

1993! Canadian Film Institute
! Norman Jewison,  Toronto
! The Director as A Storyteller

Daniele J Suissa



Professeur 
& Consultant
Au Maroc

!

2010! Mater Class Mise en Scene pour: !
! ! ! ! ! Narjis Nejjar
! ! ! ! ! Hicham Lasri
! ! ! ! ! Mohamed Mouftakir
! ! ! ! ! Mounir Abbar
! ! ! ! ! Rita El Quessar 

! ! ! ! ! Michele Medina
! ! ! ! ! ! Ete 2011 Master Class Mise En Scene pour:
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Isham Ayouch
! ! ! ! ! ! Automne 2011 Master Class Direction d’Acteurs
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Hicham Ayouch
! ! ! ! ! ! 2011 2012 Script Doctor pour:
! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! Rita El Quesar
 

Mai 2011:  ISADAC! Jeu pour la caméra

Novembre 2011 - Juillet 2013  ! ESAV
Scenario, Mies en Scene, Direction d’Acteurs

Septembre 2011 - Present
Intervenant au Scenario
Membre du Conseil d’Administration
Master Classes

Daniele J Suissa

Meditalents

Ouarzazate September 2011



2014 - 2015 Acting For Film Adultes
2014 - 2015 Acting For Film Ados
2013 - 2014 Acting For Film Adultes
2013 - 2014 Acting For Film Ado

Professeur
& Consultant
Au Maroc

2014  Juillet    CinemaCamp Atelier de la Voix
2015  Février  CinemaCamp Studio des Arts Vivants

2013 - 2015

Décembre 2014  Atelier d’écriture et Direction 
d’Acteurs  (Marrakech)
Décembre 2013 Atelier d’écriture et Direction 
d’Acteurs  (Marrakech)

MEDITALENTS

2015  Mise en Scène et Direction d’Acteurs 
2014  Mise en Scène et Direction d’Acteurs

2014     Script Doctor  Ghizlaine Chraibi - Adaptation 
Cinématographique de son Roman un Amour Fractal

2017  Conseiller Pédagogique des Masters  
2018   Mise en Scène et Production









VH
With Patrick Fiery  
on the set of Prince Lazure

1960 
With Claudine Auger 
At the Theatre du Palais Royal in Paris

1963 
With Anais Nin and Jackie De Shanon 
At the Sunset Marquis in LA 

2004 
With Anais Nin and Jackie de Shanon 
At the DJS Directors Studio in LA 

1985 
With DP Rene Verzier 
On the Morning Man 

1994 
WithMiles O’Keefe 
And BuckyHill on 
Pocahontas; the legend 

1971 
With Yvette Brind’amour 
and cast at the Theatre 
du Rideau Vert 







“Working with Daniele has given me the ʻtools  ̓
I have needed to both guide me in making the 
right ̒ choices  ̓as an actor and to most effective-
ly interpret and execute directions given to me 
by directors and casting directors.  It has been a 
safe environment for growth and an ideal place 
to workshop new characters and overcome ʻun-
ecessary acting habits.ʼ”

- Brandon Scott, Actor and member of L̓ Atelier 

“Daniele is really more of a mentor than a 
teacher.  Unlike other teachers who criticize 
students to elevate themselves, Daniele guides 
you into finding that talent and gives you the 
tools to self-activate and find results yourself.”

- Tonya Kinzinger, Actress (Sous Le Soleil)

“Just when I thought I knew everything! I 
met Daniele Sussia.  She opened my eyes and 
rocked my world.  Thank you Daniele.”

- Elizabeth Pena, Actress (Resurrection Blvd., Tortilla 
Soup, Rush Hour, Jacobʼs Ladder, La Bamba)

“Six weeks before shooting, when I started 
working with Daniele Suissa I thought it im-
possible not only to absorb all the knowledge 
she offered, but to execute it as well. By the 
end of the first day of shooting, I knew I am the 
captain of my ship, and had the confidence as 
well as the artistic freedom to express exactly 
what the story needed.”  - Yuval Hadadi, Director (Soil)

“Thomas had the most extraordinary experi-
ence in Daniele Suissaʼs class. He directed his 
first film, hired actors and work with profes-
sional. I can vouch that Daniele, who directed 
in Montreal when I was theater critic at McGill 
is one of the most extraordinary theater mind 
in Los Angeles. Any one who come in contact 
with her will be changed for life and brought to 
their true potential.

- Sasha Anawalt - Mother of Thomas
   & Dance Critic at the Los Angeles Time

“Through my work with Daniele Suissa I was 
able to produce and act in my own short film. 
I am not only proud of it personally but it has 
really helped forward my career”

- Cris dʼAnunzio, Actor

“Throughout my 15 years a a creator there have 
only been a couple of times where I was lucky 
enough to be involved with a project where 
every creative element came together. With 
Daniele Suissa as a mentor no luck was needed. 
Thank you. ”

- Scott Bridges, Director

Testimonials

Her Fatherʼs Daughter
Director

Paula Brancato 

The 100 Year Storm
Directors

Keith Wildasin
&C.H. Greenblatt

Soil
Director

Yuval Hadadi

The Switcharu
Director

Thomas Anawalt

The Outsideman
Director

Mathew Kaddish

A Nothing Kind Of 
Day

Director
Scott Bridges

Me Too I have A 
Dream

Director
Salima

Some Shorts mentored by DJS




